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U.S. CHARGES MOSQUE DI RECTOR, OTHERS | N SCHEME
TO OBTAIN RELI G QUS VI SAS, FALSE SOCI AL SECURI TY CARDS

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York and EDWARD J. McELROY, the District
Director of the Immgration and Naturalization Service (“INS’) in
New Yor k announced the unsealing today in Manhattan federal court
of a two-count crimnal Conplaint charging MUHAMMAD KHALI L,
AKHLAQ AHVED, | SHRAT LNU and ASIM KHALIL with conspiring to
submt fal se applications on behalf of aliens to the INS s
Rel i gi ous Wrker Programin order to obtain work visas.

KHALI L and MOHAMVAD AM N AHVAD are al so charged with
conspiring to obtain false Social Security cards.

According to the Conplaint, KHALIL is the | mam and
director of the Dar Ehya Essunnah nosque (the “Msque”), |ocated
in a section of the basenment of Ditmas Greeting Cards, a variety
and greeting card store at 511 Ditnmas Avenue in Brooklyn, New
York. Since 1993, as director of the Mdsque, KHALIL has

sponsored over 200 applications for aliens seeking to obtain



i mm grant and non-inmm grant work visas through the INS s
Rel i gi ous Worker program |In 2001 al one, KHALIL sponsored
approximately 134 Religi ous Wrker applications.

As explained in the Conplaint, aliens with religious
trai ning and experience can obtain work visas — and ultimately
green cards — if religious organizations in the United States,
such as nosques, sponsor themunder the INS s Religious Wrker
program To qualify for the Religious Wrker visas, the aliens,
anong ot her things, must be in the United States solely to engage
in religious enploynment, nust have received a job offer as a
religious worker and nust not be working in any secul ar
enpl oynent .

According to the Conplaint, KHALIL filed fraudul ent
paperwork with the INS for numerous non-religious workers to
obtain Religious Wrker visas for which the aliens were not
eligible in exchange for fees ranging from$5,000 to $8, 000.

As explained in the Conplaint, KHALIL al so agreed to
prepare and submt a Religious Wrker application for a
cooperating witness (the “CW) in exchange for $6,500, even
t hough the CWdid not have any religious training and even though
KHALI L knew that the CWhad a non-religious job. KHALIL provided
the CWw th sanpl e docunents that showed the type of religious
education, training and experience that should be included in an
application to the Religious Wrker program KHALIL told the CW
to use the sanples to create docunents for the CWs application
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to the Religious Wrker program it was charged.

According to the Conpl aint, |SHRAT LNU and AKLAQ AHVED
woul d neet the CWat Syed Professional Services in Brooklyn, New
York, where they agreed to assist the CWin obtaining fal se
religious docunents for use in the Religious Wrker application.
Anmong t he fake docunents AHVED al | egedly fabricated and provi ded
to the CWwere a diploma fromthe University of the Punjab, an
i nternedi ate school degree and a certificate in Islamc studies
and a Nazra Qaran certificate. AHMED told the CWthat he would
use a Pakistani typewiter and paper so that the docunents would
appear genuine, it was charged.

As explained in the Conplaint, ASIMKHALIL (“Asini) -
who is MUHAMVAD KHALIL’s son — al so assisted the CWin preparing
fake docunents for the Religious Wrker application and
instructed the CWto nmake changes to certain docunents to refl ect
additional religious worker experience and to increase the nunber
of children that the CWwas falsely claimng to be tutoring in
| sl am ¢ studi es.

According to the Conplaint, KHALIL and MOHAMVAD AM N
AHVAD al so agreed to obtain false Social Security cards for the
CWin exchange for $2,300. Utimtely, KHALIL allegedly provided
the CWwith a real Social Security card issued by the Soci al
Security Adm nistration in the name of “Amjad Ali Chaudhry.”

| f convicted, MUHAMVAD KHALI L, AKHLAQ AHMED, | SHRAT LNU
and ASIM KHALIL each face a maximumtermof 5 years in prison on
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the INS fraud charge, while MUHAMVAD KHALI L and MOHAMVAD AM N
AHMAD each face a maximumof 5 years in prison on the Soci al
Security fraud charge.

Each of the defendants are scheduled to be presented on
the charges in the Conplaint before United States Magi strate
Judge THECDORE H. KATZ | ater today.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the
| mMm gration and Naturalization Service. He said the
i nvestigation was conti nui ng.

M. COMEY stated: “This Conplaint sends the nessage
that we will not tolerate attenpts to subvert our country’s
immgration |laws by fraudsters and con artists. The Religious
Wor ker Program serves a val uabl e purpose, and these defendants
t ook advantage of our country’s history of religious tolerance in
order to line their own pockets.”

Assi stant United States Attorneys EDWARD C. O CALLAGHAN
and DAVID P. BURNS are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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